
Bosnian Serb
threats to be
met with swift
military action
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By Spc. DANIEL PASCHALL
100th MPAD

The force is with you
Spc. Daniel Paschall

U.S.-based military police battalions will replace armored units, giving
IFOR greater mobility and presence in Bosnia-Herzegovina. From left
are Sgt. Otis C. Meadows, Pfc. Steve Goodon Jr., and Spc. Mark. A.
Rainey of 2nd Platoon, 536th MP Company.
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Bosnia Serb officials threatened to tar-
get United Nations personnel in Bosnia-
Herzegovina last week after the war crimes
tribunal at The Hague, the Netherlands,  is-
sued arrest warrants for Bosnian Serb lead-
ers Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic.

News stories implied that threats were
directed at IFOR troops as well.

Richard Holbrooke, President Clinton’s
special envoy to the Balkans, responded
quickly. Asked what would happen if the
threats were carried out, Holbrooke replied,
“They’ll be met with swift military action.”

The Bosnian Serb threats were a direct
response to the issuing of arrest warrants
for Karadzic and Mladic.

Many Bosnian Serbs fear the warrants
are a signal that IFOR will start a manhunt
for the two indicted war criminals.

The warrants have no effect on IFOR’s
mandate.

It would take an initiative by the North
Atlantic Council to change the mission.

“People who have the view that this is
something that we just snap our fingers and
do, do not have a correct picture,” said Sec-
retary of Defense William Perry. “Our forc-

Capt. TERRY L. CONDER
100th MPAD
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See THREATS, page 6

See FORCE, page 12
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Sgt. Maj.

Jack L. Tilley
1st Armored

Division
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Pride, professionalism shown by female soldiers
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Weekly weather forecast
HIGH/LOW    CHANCE RAIN

Today    78/54         Moderate
Sat    76/52         Moderate
Sun    78/50         Low
Mon    81/52           Low
Tue    83/55         Low
Wed    84/56         Low
Thur    86/56         Low

Prepared July 24 by  the  617th Weather Squadron

HANAU, Germany (ARNEWS) –
Ensuring a smooth transition for
service members redeploying from
the Balkans is the goal of the Re-
ception, Staging, Onward Move-
ment and Integration Center in Gies-
sen, Germany.

“Our goal is to keep the redeploy-
ing personnel no more than 72
hours,” said Maj. Andrew Heymann,
RSOI operations officer. After about
an 18-hour bus ride from the inter-
mediate staging base in Tazsar,  Hun-
gary, individuals are quickly pro-
cessed and screened at the Giessen
facility before being assigned billets.

“Our task is to make the inproc-
essing as painless and rapid as
possible,” said Maj. Edward Pet-
tersen, RSOI logistical officer.

Redeploying personnel undergo
a records check, medical screen-
ing, check for orders, awards and
all critical documents.

“We expect to pass approxi-
mately 7,500 (service members
and civilians) through this facility,”
said Heymann. RSOI facility is
tasked to stay open through the
end of Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR.

For Sgt. Octavio Garcia, a me-
chanic with the 133rd Maintenance
Company from New York, serving
as a hotel manager at the RSOI has
proved extremely rewarding. “We
try to make it as comfortable as
possible for returning personnel.

“They’ve been in Hungary and
Bosnia for months and they feel we
should take care of them. They’re
excited about going home and I like
to do whatever I can to make it as
nice as possible during their stay
here.”

Germany-based
facility provides
redeployment
service support

Spc. LEN BUTLER
100th MPAD

Mortuary Affairs Team places
needs of families, soldiers first
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1st AD Band charms multinational troops
By Sgt. ANDREW AQUINO
350th MPAD

Sgt. Andrew Aquino

The 1st Armored Division Band performs at a NATO Medal award ceremony for Swedish soldiers at Camp Oden.

“I think it’s great that
we can get people’s
minds off their daily
lives for a little while.”
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Engineers work with civilians to clean up Brcko
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Spc. Aaron R. Reed

Sgt. Charles J. Nichols, gunner with Company A, 2nd Battalion, 68th Armor, aboard his
M1A1 Abrams Tank (nicknamed "Arch Angel") overlooks the perimeter of Camp Lisa.

Guardian angel keeps peace
By Spc. AARON R. REED
100th MPAD
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By Sgt. TIMOTHY PINKHAM
350th MPAD

Sgt. Timothy Pinkham

A front end loader,  dumps a load of rubble into a
dump truck owned by the city of  Brcko.
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By Staff Sgt. PATRICK SUMMERS
100th MPAD
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THE CARD – DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT

IFOR explains policy on
indicted war criminals

THREATS
from page 1

es are prepared to take on difficult
and bloody operations, but not if
they’re not necessary.”

In fact, the Bosnian Serb  threats
have come from low-level officials.

Dragan Kijac, Minister of the In-
terior of Republika Srpska, con-
demned the threats, and said that
such statements do not represent
Republika Srpska policy.

In any case, anyone who takes
action against IFOR or the Interna-
tional Police Task Force had better
think twice.

“We are here with a strong
mandate and the force to back that
up,” said IFOR spokesman Maj.
Brett Boudreau.

“We will do our mission and
complete it.  We will do whatever
is in our power to restore the situ-
ation and assist the IPFT.”

Peace has been and remains
the responsibility of the parties to
the  agreement.

After seven months, IFOR’s role
in the Bosnia-Herzegovina remains
unchanged. The goals include:

• Separating the former warring
factions

• Ensuring the cease-fire

• Making sure rival troops and
their weaponry are withdrawn to
designated areas

• Creating a stable environment
so that other organizations have
the opportunity to fulfill civilian
tasks associated with the General
Framework Agreement for Peace.

Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR is
a peace enforcing mission.  The is-
suing of arrest warrants has no ef-
fect on the IFOR mandate.

IFOR personnel:

• Will NOT conduct a manhunt for
indicted war criminals.

• Will increase patrols to make it
more difficult for indicted war crim-
inals to move freely around the
countryside.

• Will detain indicted war crimi-
nals and turn them over to appro-
priate authorities only if:

– encountered in the course of
normal duties

AND

– the on-scene commander de-
termines that the tactical situation
permits.

Spc. Cesar G. Soriano

U.S. soldiers patrol the perimeter of an IFOR base. Deployment of additional
military police will result in a greater presence throughout Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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By Sgt. JANET S. PETERS
350th MPAD

Sgt. Janet S. Peters

1st Sgt. Anthony R. Sciullo (left)  and Spc. Engelbert F. Indo unload a mail van
at the Tuzla Main Post Office. The soldiers are from the Athens, Ga., based
341st Postal Company.

Beating mailbag blues
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CAMP McGOVERN — Soldiers of the
3rd Battalion, 5th Cavalry,  near Brc-
ko,  received a scare Saturday when
a U.S. Navy jet dropped a 500-pound
bomb on the outskirts of the camp.
There were no injuries reported.

The bomb landed on a protective
berm on the eastern edge of Camp
McGovern, sending a spray of shrap-
nel into several unoccupied fighting
positions.

There were four milvans near the
blast site. None sustained significant
damage.

“They still don’t know whether the
incident was caused by human error
or mechanical failure,” said Sgt. Pe-

     Soldiers react quickly

Force protection measures
work at Camp McGovern

ter S. Warren Jr., an eyewitness to
the explosion. “What is clear is that
our force protection measures here
work, and the soldiers responded as
trained.”

The Navy F/A-18/C Hornet, flying off
the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Enterprise,
was simulating a close-air-support
mission over a target just outside the
base camp.

The bomb release was the first
such incident in more than 1,200
close-air-support training missions.

According to NATO officials, the
practice runs will be suspended un-
til an investigation determines the
cause of the inccident.
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Staff  Sgt. Brenda Benner

Spc. David Mesa (left), sutures Spc. Daniel Shelton's hand as Sgt. Byron
Gast, medic noncommissioned officer in charge of the Eagle Base
Medical Clinic, assists.

Eagle medics help hundreds
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By Staff Sgt. BRENDA BENNER
100th MPAD

LANDSTUHL, Germany— Depart-
ment of Defense (Health Affairs) re-
quires all U.S. personnel who deploy
to Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR under-
go a medical screening as they de-
part the OJE area and return to their
permanent duty stations.

Anyone who deployed to Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia or Hungary for
at least 30 days must complete the
screening.

This includes active and reserve
component military personnel and
Defense Department civilian employ-
ees. The redeployment medical
screening program is a three-phased
process.
• The first phase of the screening
begins before personnel depart the
Joint Endeavor theater when they go
through the 67th Combat Support
Hospital in Taszar, Hungary. During
this phase, soldiers complete a psycho-
logical questionnaire and have a blood
sample drawn.
• The second phase is completed at
the servicing medical treatment fa-
cility within 30 days of return to home
station.

This post-deployment phase con-
sists of the same elements done dur-
ing the first phase except the blood
sample and the psychological question-
naire.
• The third phase is a tuberculosis
skin test 90 days after redeployment.

The estimated time to complete
Phase I is about an hour;  Phase II, 30
to 40 minutes; and Phase III, about
five minutes.

To expedite screening, many clin-
ics have established special times
for returning personnel to complete
Phases II and III.

All  U.S. personnel
redeploying need
medical screening

The U.S. Senate recently voted for a
3 percent pay raise for military person-
nel. The bill is now awaiting House ap-
proval. If signed by the President, the
pay increase would go into effect Jan.
1, 1997.

The Senate bill also allows for a 3
percent increase in basic allowance for
subsistence.

Last year the Senate and House ap-
proved a 2.4 percent raise in basic pay
and BAS.  Basic allowance for quarters
jumped up 5.2 percent.

Senate votes for
military pay raise
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By Spc. Cheryl A. Kraning and
Spc. Vanetta R. Carroll
100th MPAD

Moulage patients help doctors train

Spc. Cheryl A. Kraning

Capt. Mashelle Bradford, M.D., examines moulage patient Spc. Jeannie M. Wasmer, an
operating room technician with the 212th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
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Army athletes compete at ‘96 Olympics
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Deployment:  Business
as usual for SJA office
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Spc. Aaron R. Reed

Sgt. 1st Class Joaquin Trejo pours water into the radiator of an overheating
HMMWV during a civil claims mission to Vlasenica. Trejo’s field-expedient
repairs had the vehicle up and running in no time, and the mission was
completed as planned.

By  Capt. TERRY L. CONDER
100th MPAD

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

WASHINGTON — Although income
tax time is months away, those de-
ployed to Operations JOINT ENDEAV-
OR may have questions about their
tax status.

The Internal Revenue Service re-
cently issued its interpretation of the
law President Clinton signed last
spring granting tax benefits to Bal-
kan-based troops.

One question deals with how DoD
will record hazardous duty zone pay.

 Service-members annually re-
ceive a Form W-2 that records in-
come earned over the tax year.

To determine the difference be-
tween taxable and tax-free income,
the IRS said DoD will issue a Form
W-2c to those who deployed.

Those forms will clearly indicate
the service member’s tax-exempt
earnings.

Officials said they are issuing re-
vised 1995 W-2c forms soon.

The IRS notice also addresses
questions about civilian personnel
supporting the U.S. mission, troop
hospitalization, individual retirement
accounts, overseas phone calls and
homeownership issues. It also pro-
vides telephone numbers to state-
side and overseas IRS offices that
can answer other deployment-relat-
ed tax questions.

The tax bill Clinton signed is ret-
roactive to Nov. 21, 1995.

For warrant officers and enlisted
members, all military pay earned in
the contingency zone of Bosnia,
Croatia and Macedonia is tax-free.

To qualify under the new law, offi-
cials said service members must de-
ploy outside the United States and
away from their permanent duty sta-
tions in support of JOINT ENDEAVOR.

The extensions and waivers ap-
ply at least 180 days after the indi-
vidual departs the deployment area
for home station.

Troops or family members in the
United States can direct JOINT EN-
DEAVOR tax questions to the IRS by
calling 800-829-1040.

They may also e-mail questions
to oje@ccmail.irs.gov. The IRS also
has offices in Rome and Bonn, Ger-
many, to assist overseas taxpayers
with federal income tax questions.

Service members may contact the
Rome office by calling CIV 39-6-4674-
2560, or via fax at 39-6-4674-2223.
The IRS-Bonn branch is at 49-228-
339-2119, or via fax at 49-228-339-
2810.

Tax breaks for
deployed troops
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Ceremony salutes soldiers’ dedication to duty
By Sgt. LANCE M. KAMISUGI
100th MPAD

Sgt. Lance M. Kamisugi

Newly promoted Col. Jerry E. Shiles (right), is
congratulated by Brig. Gen. James P. O’Neal
during unit farewell ceremonies held at Camp
Dallas.
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“We came in with
robust rules of
engagement – and
there wasn’t anybody
wanting to mess with
the First Armored
Division.”
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